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RIGID SOLED SHOE FOR WAR SERVICE 





Tests of Standard-Screw Footwear Follow- 
ing Experiences of English at Front 





WOODEN-SOLED TRENCH 
SHOES CONSIDERED 


WASHINGTON. —Here are the 
points that led up to the manufacture 
of the new metallic fastened field shoe 
for overseas wear as described by one 
of the prominent shoe manufacturers 
connected with the shoes, leather and 
rubber goods branch of the Quarter- 
master’s Corps, U. S. Army: 

This official states that while the ex- 
isting welt field shoe was designed for 
overseas use, after the most careful 
study on the part of the leading shoe 
and leather manufacturers in consul- 
tation with army officers of the Quar- 
termaster’s Corps, it finally developed, 
in the light of actual conditions over- 
seas and as the result of experience 
with these shoes in trench warfare, that 
the field welt shoe with the retanned 
chrome upper, as then made, was un- 
suitable for the severe conditions under 
which it was worn. 


Rush Orders for Heavy Shoes 


General Pershing having requested 
that 300,000 pairs of these shoes be 
sent over at the earliest possible mo- 
ment, and that provision be made for 
supplying the overseas army“altogether 
with this type of shoe in the future, 
the Hide, Leather and Shoe Control 
Board immediately took steps to carry 
out General Goethals’ instructions to 
provide for the overseas army the shoes 
wanted. 

As a result of this experience with 
the shoes overseas, General Pershing 
cabled ‘the Acting Quartermaster Gen- 
eral, describing in detail the material 
anid construction of suitable shoes for 
usé of the overseas army. Following 
this cable, Col. Madden and Major 
Andrews ‘reached Washington, and 
(Continued on page 2) 




















HONOR OFFICER 
FROM LEATHER TRADE 





Canadian Tanner Now Recruiting 
in Boston 





BOSTON. —A reception to Major 
Kenneth M. Marlatt, in charge of the 
Boston British and Canadian Recruit- 
ing Mission, was held at the rooms of 





ve . 
then 


MAJOR KENNETH M. MARLATT 


the New England Shoe and Leather 
Association on Wednesday, April 17, 
at noon, both the Association and the 
Boston Boot and Shoe Club co-oper- 
ating. 

Major Marlatt, who has been doing 
splendid work in securing volunteers 
for the Canadian Overseas Army since 
he has been stationed here, is one of 
the best known of the younger men in 
the Canadian tanning industry. He is 
a member of the Marlatt & Armstrong 
Co., tanners, Oakville, Ont., and is also 
connected with the Magnetawan Tan- 
ning & Electric Co., Ltd., Burke’s Falls, 








TANNERS TO MEET 
AT ATLANTIC CITY 


Meeting May 15- 





Semi-Annual 





Most Active Association in America 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—It is an- 
nounced that the National Association 
of Tanners will hold its semi-annual 
meeting at Hotel Traymore, Atlantic 
City, N. J., May 15, 16 and 17. 

The features of the opening day, 
following the presentation of the re- 
ports of the president, secretary, treas- 
urer and special committees, will be 





~group meetings of the Association and 


the Tanners’ Council, followed by a 
meeting of directors of both organiza- 
tions. 
Program for the succeeding days: 
Thursday, May 16 
Address 
9:30 A. M., “Government Control of 
Leather Industry as an Imperative War 
Need.” 
(This address will be followed by a 
general discussion.) 
Address 
“Mutual Co-operation Between The 
National Association of Importers of 
Hides and Skins and the Tanners’ 
Council.” 
12 Noon, Luncheon with the American 
Leather Chemists’ Association. 


Address 
“Foreign Trade Possibilities and the 
Webb-Pomerene Law.” 
1. “Foreign Trade Under the Webb- 
Pomerene Law.” : 
2. “Experience in Foreign Trade.” 
3. “Foreign Trade in Heavy Leather.” 
4. “Foreign Trade in Light Leather.” 

Friday, May 17 © 

Members of The National Association 
of Tanners and Tanners’ Council will 
attend meetings of The American 
Leather Chemists’ Association. 





Ont. Major Marlatt, through his 
genial personality, has made many 


friends in Boston and vicinity during 
his residence here. At Wednesday’s 


meeting he spoke inspiringly on the. 


subject of the war and the important 
part that Canada is playing therein. 
Brief addresses by President William 
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SATURDAY 


BOOT AND SHOE RECORDER 





H. L. Odell of the Boston Boot and 
Shoe Club, President Harry I. Thayer 
and Secretary Thomas F. Anderson of 
the New England Shoe and Leather 
Association, followed by an informal 
“Hoover luncheon,” completed an un- 
usually interesting and largely attended 
meeting. 


RIGID SOLED SHOE 
FOR WAR SERVICE 
(Concluded from page 1) 





later Captain Mulford arrived. These 
three officers described in great detail 
the conditions under which these shoes 
are worn and the character of the shoe 
necessary to meet these conditions. The 
shoe requested by General Pershing 
and described by the officers already 
mentioned, followed closely the Eng- 
lish type of army shoe now in use, 
which has proved satisfactory under 
a test running over the past’ several 
years. 

The leading shoe and leather manu- 
facturers of the country were brought 
to Washington on several occasions, 
and every available agency was util- 
ized to secure the proper results for 
producing the leather and making the 
shoes with the least possible loss of 
time. 

A New Last Shape 

While putting the tanners to work 
to produce the leather, simultaneously 
the leading shoe manufacturers and 
last manufacturers, together with other 
experts, were brought together for the 
purpose of developing the best type of 
last for this shoe; the construction of 
this shoe, which was metallic fastened, 
requiring a last different from the spe- 
cification Munson welt last. In develop- 
ing this last, which is now known as 
the iron bottom metallic fastened Mur 
son last, not only was the best talent 
in the United States brought to bear 
on the subject, but practical tests were 
resorted to to demonstrate the wisdom 
and correctness of the final results 
obtained. 

The construction of this metallic 
fastened field shoe follows closely the 
directions sent by General Pershing 
and confirmed by the army officers 
mentioned, and in the opinion of the 
shoe manufacturers connected with the 


shoes, leather and rubber branch, rep- , 


resents the strongest and most water- 
proof construction of bottom fastening 
that can be devised. This bottom con- 
struction combines in this shoe the 
three most improved methods of bot- 
tom fastening which have been de- 
veloped in shoe manufacturing. The 
first, or top sole, is fastened through the 
upper leather and innersole by a clinch 
brass nail, then the middle and outer- 


soles are moulded together and at- 
tached to the top sole by a heavy lock- 
stitch process, using the projection of 
the top sole as a welt to stitch through, 
then to furnish additional strength and 
to bring all the soles and the upper 
more closely together, the shoe is stand- 
ard screwed with brass wire through 
and through. Officials at the Quarter- 
master’s Department believe that this 
is not only the strongest, but the most 
waterproof sole fastening that can be 
devised for war service. 

The material specified in this shoe 
departs from former commercial and 
army practice, in that the innersole and 
the two middle or upper soles are re- 
quired to be not of the best quality of 
leather generally used for such pur- 
poses, but of the best outersole quality. 
The idea of this was to produce the 
best possible wearing shoe, and at the 
same time one as near waterproof as 
possible. 

The upper leather selected is to be 
specially slow tanned bark leather sim- 
ilar to that used in the English shoe, 
,and in order to insure that, nothing 
but the best part of the side of leather 
is cut into the uppers of these shoes, 
it has been decided to have the tanners 





LEATHER PURCHASES BY 
BRITISH COMMISSION 





Percy Daniels Now in Boston 





At the request of the Hide and 
Leather Section, War Industries 
Board, notice is hereby given that 
permission has been granted to the 
British Purchasing Commission, 
represented by Percy Daniels, to 
enter the leather markets of this 
country and secure various quanti- 
ties of the following kinds of leath- 
er of a quality not used for U. S. 
Government shoes or other equip- 
ment: 


Sole Leather (including cut soles) 
Waxed Splits 
Upper Leather. 


Mr. Daniels will make his head- 
quarters at the Hotel Touraine, 
Boston, from Monday, April 22. 

It is requested that all sales of 
leather made to Mr. Daniels and 
the conditions thereof be reported 
to the Hide and Leather Section of 
the War Industries Board. The re- 
ports should be addressed to C. F. 
C. Stout, Chairman, Room 407, 
1800 Virginia Avenue, Washington, 


nd 
TANNERS’ COUNCIL, . 
V. A. Wallin, President. 
April 15, 1918. 











furnish this leather in bands. That is, 
all of the soft, flanky or otherwise un- 
desirable part of the side will be 
trimmed off by the tanners, so that 
the shoe manufacturers will not be able 
to cut anything into the uppers of these 
shoes except the very best part of the 
hide or skin. 

The weight of the heel plate, toe 
plate, hob nails, etc., has been increased 
and every possible step taken to make 
the shoe the best possible one that the 
skill and genius of the American leather 
and shoe man can produce. 


Greater Cost for New Shoe 


This shoe, constructed as outlined 
above, embracing not only the special 
features mentioned, but numerous 
other features for the improvement of 
the shoe, of necessity makes the cost 
very considerably higher than the type 
of shoes heretofore made for the army, 
or in even the best commercial practice 
in this country. The shoe has not a 
penny of extra expense put into it, 
except where extra value in wear and 
other respects is added. While the 
cost of this shoe will probably amount 
to as much as two dollars per pair 
over the former marching or field shoe, 
it is confidently believed that it will 
prove a decidedly more economical shoe 
for the Government on account of the 
longer wear, and, in addition, what is 
vastly more important, it will give our 
soldiers overseas the sturdiest type of 
shoe for war wear. It is understood 
that wooden-soled trench footwear is 
also under consideration by the War 
Department. 


LYNN CHARITY SHOE FUND 





One hundred dollars a month is 
spent by the Associated Charities of 
Lynn, Mass., for providing shoes for 
needy women and children. Besides, a 
number of returned shoes are had from 
manufacturers. The money is raised 
in a special fund. 

Particular attention is paid to the 
fitting of these shoes. It is held that a 
pair of poor fitted shoes may be worse 
than no shoes at all. 


NASH RETIRES 
FROM LEVY STORE 


LOUISVILLE, Ky.—G. A. Nash, 
who for a number of years has been 
manager of the women’s shoe depart- 
ment of Levy Bros., Louisville, has 
recently resigned his position and 
gone back to his old home, Ashland, 
Ky., there to enter the shoe business 
for himself. Mr. Nash was succeeded 
by J. J. Martin, who was formerly 
connected with Siegel Cooper Co. cf 
New York. 
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RETAIL TRADE LEADERS 
IN LIBERTY BOND WORK 


CHICAGO, Ill.—Chicago shoe mer- 
chants at their semi-monthly luncheon, 
held April 9 at the Hotel Sherman, 
were very enthusiastic in thtir plans 
to assist the Shoe and Leather Commit- 
tee to raise the $1,800,000 which is the 
quota the shoe and leather trades of 
Chicago are supposed to subscribe to. 
Those present were Otto Hassel, A. H. 
Buehler, F. E. Foster, W. J. Gibbs, 
I. B. Rosenbach, Seymour Bamberger, 
C. J. Salomon, John O’Connor, Harry 
Meyer, R. Metz, P. L. Armstrong and 
C. W. Schaaf. 

By unanimous vote the Chicago As- 
sociation will purchase $1,000 Liberty 
bonds out of their funds, in addition to 
the amounts the members will sub- 
scribe individually. 

On the motion of I. B. Rosenbach, 
W. J. Gibbs was appointed representa- 
tive of the local association to attend 
the meetings of the Association of Com- 
merce, who hold weekly luncheons 
every Wednesday at the Hotel La 
Salle. It has also been decided that 
the next meeting, April 23, be held 
at the Palmer House, as the retail shoe 
merchants feel that this hotel is more 
centrally located. 


NO SHORTAGE IN 
QUEBRACHO EXTRACT 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—There has 
been considerable uneasiness on the 
part of tanners with respect to the 
available and prospective supply of 
quebracho extract. -The matter has 
been discussed with officials of the 
Hide and Leather Control Board of 
the War Department, who state that 
there is no justification for this uneasi- 
ness. . Arrangements will doubtless be 
made through the U. S. Shipping 
Board to provide tonnage for the 
transportation of a sufficient quantity 
of quebracho extract to meet the de- 
mands of the leather industry in this 
country. : 

There are at the present time in 
New York two steamers unloading 
1500 tons of quebracho extract. In 
addition, it is understood that there 
are about 1000 tons in New York held 
by importers and 7500 tons afloat. 
Early in May a steamship will leave 
South America carrying 4000 tons or 
more and arrangements have been 
made for another shipment in early 


« June of 4500 tons. This gives a total 


present and prospective supply, out- 
side of stocks in the hands of tanners, 
of 18,500 tons—available before 
midsummer. 


LIBERTY DAY IN FACTORY 


Eighty Per Cent of Employees Pur- 
chase Liberty Bonds—A Golden 


Rule Association Organized 


SOUTH BOSTON, Mass.—In the 
spirit of the times, the H. & J. Shoe 
Company, of 60 K St., South Boston, 
held a “Liberty Day” program last 
Saturday, at which occasion the em- 
ployees organized a mutual organiza- 
tion under the name “The Golden Rule 
Association.” To the music of an 
orchestra over three hundred employees 
enjoyed the luncheon served by the firm 
and listened. to the speech-making 
program. 


A Bonus for “Production” 


After a medical talk on “Efficiency” 
by the doctor in charge of factory wel- 


WALTER EDELSTEIN 


President and Treasurer H. & J. Shoe Co., 
South Boston. 


fare work, Walter Edelstein, president 
and treasurer of the H. & J. Shoe Co., 
outlined a bonus proposition of five 
per cent on the amount of salaries 
earned each month in every department 
that came up to a certain quota of cases 
of shoes per day. This bonus will be 
paid to employees in continuous serv- 
ice for four weeks or more, and will 
be paid between the first and tenth of 
each month for the previous month. 

He emphasized the patriotic duty of 
every worker and was roundly cheered. 
He gave them an example of his own 
rise in life, for he started in on a farm 
for $8 a month, and when he went to 
Haverhill to work in a stitching room 
started for $3 a week. 


Liberty Bonds Bought in Numbers 


The banner speech of the day was 
made by John E. Hannigan, who spoke 


on the Liberty bond issue and cited 
facts about the great war that brought 
tears in the eyes of all present. En- 
thusiasm was at high pitch, and when 
the time came for signing of Liberty 
bond application blanks, President 
Edelstein made the offer that as a re- 
ward for continuous weekly contribu- 
tions to the fund he would have the 
factory pay the twenty-fifth instalment 
and the fiftieth instalment, and that 
not only would this apply to bonds 
purchased by the employees themselves 
but by members of their immediate 
families. Some $12,000 worth of bonds 
were signed for the first half hour im- 
mediately following the speech-making. 


PRIORITIES FOR TANNERS 
MAKING ARMY LEATHER 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—It has 
come to the attention of the Hide and 
Leather Control Board of the War De- 
partment that a large number of the 
tanning firms producing leather for use 
in connection with army contracts have 
been unable to run at- full capacity 
owing to the shortage of hides, tanning 
materials and fuel—due largely to the 
congested condition of the transporta- 
tion lines. Since the increased demands 
for army leather require that all plants 
producing ‘the same shall run full ca- 
pacity, the War Department is quite 
willing to aid the firms referred to. It 
has, therefore, requested the Tanners’ 
Council to get a line on all such firms 
who are now or may later be in need 
of priority assistance. This service is 
open to any tanner who desires to 
avail himself thereof. 


USING TRADE 
ACCEPTANCES 


Sales Managers’ Bureau of St. 
Louis. 


The sales managers’ bureau of the 
St. Louis Chamber of Commerce, 
which includes, among others, all the 
sales managers and advertising man- 
agers of the large shoe houses, is giv- 
ing much attention to the develop- 
ment of the use of the trade accept- 
ance in business with a view to the ex- 
tension of that method of handling 
business as rapidly as possible. A con- 
siderable number of houses are al- 
ready utilizing the trade acceptance to 
a goodly degree, spreading its use 
gradually and largely by personal ex- 
planation to each customer. The plan 
of the sales managers is to educate 
their salesmen in the subject so that 
the work of extension can be effected 
more rapidly. 
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GEORGE W. R. HILL 
CELEBRATES 





Thirty Years of “Recorder” Service 





BOSTON, April 15—The thirtieth 
anniversary of the years of “Recorder” 
service of George W. R. Hill, first vice- 
president of the company and represen- 
tative for the cities of Brockton and 
Haverhill, was made the occasion of a 
testimonial banquet given by the staff. 
Mr. Hill’s thirty years of service makes 
him the dean of advertising men in 
the shoe and ieather business paper 
fraternity, as well as the leader in 
point of years of service in the United 
Publishers’ Corporation. 

The principal speechmakers at the 
banquet given at the Harvard Club 
were Charles G. Phillips, president of 
the “Boot and Shoe Recorder; W. L. 
Terhune, founder; Wm. E. Eaton, sales 
manager of the Mousam Counter Co.; 
E. N. Carpenter, counsel; George E. B. 
Putnam, who records twenty-eight 
years of service, and W. J. Martinez, 
the well-known wholesaler and manu- 
facturer from New Orleans. Everit B. 
Terhune, manager and treasurer of the 
“Boot and Shoe Recorder” was toast- 
master. The Boston staff of the “Re- 
corder,” numbering thirty men, was 
present. A souvenir newspaper was is- 
sued, and the guest of honor was pre- 
sented with a military wrist watch in 
recognition of his services as sergeant 
in the Massachusetts State Guard. 


GOVERNMENT 
IS EFFICIENT 





So Says Irwin M. Krohn of Cin- 


cinnati 





CINCINNATI, Ohio. —Irwin M. 


Krohn, of the Krohn-Fechheimer Com- 
pany, who is now serving as a civilian 
for $1 a year in Washington in Gov- 
ernment service, was in Cincinnati the 
latter part of last week. In discussing 
the Government’s activities in the war, 
Mr. Krohn says: “Efficiency is the key- 
note of the administration’s conduct 
of the war. The Government’s system 
is efficient. Of course mistakes are made 
just as they are bound to be made in 
any big business that is done hurriedly. 
Sometimes we could save by waiting, 
but we have no time to wait. When 
General Pershing wires for something 
we must see that he gets it right away.” 

Mr. Krohn has been a prominent 
member of the City Planning Commis- 
sion of this city, and while here he 
called on Mayor Galvin in order that 
he might keep in close t ouch with the 
work that is being done during his stay 
in Washington. 





HIDE CONTROL + 
IN PROSPECT 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—At 
a conference yesterday of coun- 
try hide dealers, tanners, pack- 
ers and Government officials, a 
resolution was passed recom- 
mending that the price of hides 
be controlled, and a committee 
was appointed, of which Presi- 
dent V. A. Wallin of the Tan- 
ners’ Council is chairman, to 
consider the matter. The com- 
mittee met today to determine 
for the Government the relative 
values of the various grades of 
hides and skins. 











TO SPREAD USE OF 
TRADE ACCEPTANCES 





NEW YORK CITY.—The comple- 
tion of plans for the publication of 
“The Trade Acceptance Journal” is 
announced by the National Trade Ac- 
ceptance-Bureau, Inc., 87 Nassau St. 
The ps tr will be a monthly maga- 
zine devoted to the trade acceptance, 
and will contain each month authorita- 
tive articles by Government officials, 
leading exponents of the trade accept- 
ance, experience of users and methods 
used to introduce it among their trade, 
legal opinions, new rulings of the Fed- 
eral Reserve Board, and a complete de- 
partment of “Questions and Answers” 
for the benefit of subscribers. The first 
issue will appear in May. 


TO MAKE MORE 
MEN’S WELTS 
NEWBURYPORT, Mass. — The 
Burley & Stevens Co., Inc., shoe man- 
ufacturers, are enlarging their men’s 
shoemaking department with special 
reference to welts. 





NEW YORK 
“PURE SHOE” BILL 





Died in Committee 





The Legislature of the State of 
New York considered in its present 
session shoe legislation patterned 
on the old “pure shoe” bills which 
have been killed in all of the4 
States presented. Prominent mer- 
chants and manufacturers, how- 
ever, were forced to attend many 
meetings in Albany. The trade will 
be pleased to learn that the most 
recent shoe bill died in committee. 
ie me Be 











ASSOCIATED SHOE CO. 
TO MEET APRIL 24 
IN BOSTON 





BOSTON.—The April quarterly 
meeting of the Associated Shoe Com- 
pany wifl take place on Wednesday, 
April 24th, 1918. The association is 
giving its co-operation to have the big 
convention on the preceding day the 
biggest event in retaildom in New 
England, and has postponed its April 
quarterly meeting until the 24th on 
this account. 

Since the first of the year four new 
applications for membership have ~ 
been received, making the total roster 
now register 82. The firm of Gil- 
christ Company, Boston, Mass., af- 
filiated with the association this 
month. 


NEW MANAGER FOR 
MADDEN STORE 
ROCHESTER, Minn.—Earl C. 
Gussford is now a member of the firm 
of Madden’s Shoe Store, where he has 
been employed for the last four years. 
J. W. Madden’s business interests have 
been so extended that he is unable to 
find it possible to devote all his time 
to the shoe business, and Mr. Gussford 
will assume active management. The 
name of the firm will still remain Mad- 
den Shoe Store. 


WILL WHITE SHOES 
BE SHORT? 





A Lynn manufacturer predicts a 
shortage in white shoes when hot 
weather comes, corresponding to the 
shortage in colored kid style shoes at 
Easter time. Manufacturers are find- 
ing it difficult to get white cabretta 
skins. 


FOR DISTINGUISHED 
ACTION 





Nugent Fallon, of the former Lynn 
firm of Levirs & Sargent, is now in 
the navy aviation corps, and was 
recently mentioned for distinguished 
action in European waters, and was 
recommended for promotion. He was 
wounded. 


BOYDEN MOVES 
N. Y. OFFICE 


NEW YORK CITY.—About May 
1 the local office of the Boyden Shoe 
Manufacturing Co. of Newark will be 
removed from Aeolian Building to Bush 
Building, at 130 and 132 West Forty- 
second St. 








